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PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 


Scripture and experience concur in imputing to man, in his 
natural state, an obduracy and deadness of heart, which would leave 
the preacher of the gospel to labor in despair, were it not for his 
dependence on the sovereign grace of God. But when he believes 
firmly in the eternal covenant of grace, whereby God has promised 
His Son a chosen seed, not for any merit which He sees in sinners, 
and to call and perfect this seed by His efficacious grace, there is 
ground laid for cheerful exertions. The laborious Christian then 


looks upon his own efforts for sinners, as one of the preordained 





steps in this plan of mercy, upon his prayers as taught him by the 
Holy Ghost, and therefore surely destined to an answer; and upon 


the visible success of his labours, as the evidence that God, whose 





plans are immutable, and who always perfects what He undertakes, 








is working. 


—R. L. Dabney, D.D., LL.D. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Correction 


Through an oversight the captions on Dr. Bell’s 
two editorials last week were reversed. His 
editorial “From Here to Eternity” had already 
received national recognition in religious jour- 
nalism and we deeply regret that it was not 
so headed. 


—The Editor. 





Three Prayers 
For a clean heart. 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me.” Cleanness of 
heart is not a self-induced condition but a 
work of God’s creative power. The cleansing 
power of the Holy Spirit by which the shed 
blood of Christ, accepted by faith, becomes ef- 
fective, is something God gives us and which we 
get in no other way. 


The prophet Isaiah warns of the danger of 
undertaking the Lord’s work with unclean 
hands: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of 
the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the 
vessels of the Lord.” Isaiah 52:11. 


For the proper evaluation of time. 


So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom,” was a prayer 
of Moses as he found himself confronted with 
the problems of life and the realization of 
his responsibility to God. Paul warned the 
Ephesian Christians: “See then that ye walk cir- 
cumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil,’ and our 
Lord warned that the night cometh when no 
man can work. 


For a proper perspective toward things. 


“Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth,’ Paul tells us. Our Lord 
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makes it clear that it is only as we put the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness first 
have we any right to expect true economic 
security. The love of money and the things 
money can buy has been the downfall of many 
Christians. If we should possess it for God's 
glory it is a blessing but if things and the desire 
for them possess us they become a tyrant which 
can lead us into grave trouble. 
—L.N.B. 





Jesus’ Program 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. Luke 4:18,19. 


Jesus, the Divine Teacher and Preacher, pre- 
sents to the people of Nazareth His Program. 
He takes for His text Isaiah 61:1,2 (There is 
no hint of any “two or three Isaiahs”). He 
is anointed by the Spirit of God. I wish to 
call your attention to this “Six-point Program”, 
then, in subsequent editorials, discuss each point 
briefly. Would it not be a splendid thing for 
every preacher and every church to adopt this 
program? As the Father sent Him into the 
world, so He sends us into the world, and this 
world is full of the same kind of people as 
in His day. Many changes have come, but as 
we face our congregations each Sunday, their 
needs are identical. 


The world is full of poor people. Some of 
these “poor” people may live in mansions and 
ride in limousines, but they are beggars in 
the sight of God. Only those are truly rich 
who are rich toward God and have the um 
searchable riches of Christ. 


The world is full of broken-hearted people. 
It is sad to see a man with a broken body, but 
how much worse to see one with a _ broken 
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heart. Our doctors can mend broken bodies, but 
only Jesus Christ, the Divine Physician, can 
mend broken hearts. 


We live in a world full of slaves; men and 
women who have been led captive by sin and 
Satan. Only Christ can make them free. 


Those who are physically blind often see bet- 
ter than people with two good eyes. The blind 
man received sight, but the Pharisees grew even 
more blind in their unbelief. Only Jesus can 
open the eyes of our soul. 


Satan is a hard task-master. Men and women 
are left bruised and bleeding, robbed of all the 
best. Only the Great Samaritan can set us at 
liberty and minister to our wounds. 


This is the acceptable year of the Lord, the 
day of grace 1958. The feast is ready, and we 
are sent to invite all who will to come. 


Is not this a marvelous, up-to-date program? 
Do you not have people like these in your con- 
gregation and community? Shall we not help 
Him carry out His program? 

—J.K.P. 





Where Do We Put Him? 


A new born Christian is a babe in the faith. 
He may follow the crowd and go through the 
motions of being a Christian but he can be- 
come an intelligent, articulate and effective 
Christian only as he grows in his knowledge 
of and walk with the Saviour. 


Where do we put him? Or where does he 
find himself? 


If we are honest with ourselves we must admit 
that more often than otherwise he finds him- 
self in a spiritual refrigerator, not in an incu- 
bator where he can be fed and taught. 


Priding ourselves on an educated ministry— 
and rightly so—we as a denomination have be- 
come so involved in the mechanics of efficient 
church administration and operation that we 
are in grave danger of failing to give our people 
the spiritual food they must have if they are 
to grow. 


Having capitulated to the world through the 
elimination of the Sunday evening service and 
the Wednesday evening prayer meeting the 


preaching ministry of the church is in large 
measure concentrated in one sermon Sunday 
morning, in some places the same sermon being 
preached twice; to the country club devotees 
at 9:30 and the more staid members of the 
congregation at 11. 


Because of this paucity of preaching the 
average Christian is starved for spiritual truth. 
Because of the coldness, formality and regimen- 
tation of many churches others as frozen as 
anything Dulany or Birds Eye ever marketed. 


Brethren, these things ought not to be. Cold- 
ness, ritualism, formality do not enhance wor- 
ship. In fact simplicity was an obvious char- 
acteristic of the early Church and lack of 
spirituality cannot be compensated for by any 
of these things. 


New Christians need to be integrated into 
the program of the church. Even more they need 
to be indoctrinated with Christian teaching. A 
well planned course of study prior to admission 
to church membership is most important and 
most valuable. But nothing should be substi- 
tuted for that week by week indoctrination with 
biblical preaching which should flow from our 
pulpits. 


The Communists have a satanically clever 
method of indoctrination which in the end pro- 
duces men and women in whom all the values 
of right and wrong have been reversed. Surely 
young Christians, and older ones too, should 
come to realize the importance of an intelligent 
Christian faith; of a knowledge which enables 
them to give an answer to those who ask them, 
telling why they trust in Christ as Saviour and 
Lord! 


The little child was far closer to the truth 
than we like to admit when, asked about the 
text of the morning, she replied: “It was about 
Christians — ‘many are cold but a few are 
frozen’’’. We need a warmth in our churches 
which can only come from the warming and 
illuminating presence of the Holy Spirit — in 
the pulpit and in the pew 


A layman recently recited this experience: 
several had been deeply concerned about a 
man in the community who had never accepted 
Christ. Through the viewing of a Christian 
film this man came under the conviction of 
sin and expressed a desire to become a Chris- 
tian. This layman lives in a small city where 
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there are several Presbyterian churches. He said, 
“T am a lifelong loyal Presbyterian, an officer 
in my church, but as I thought of this particu- 
lar individual and his need to be instructed in 
the things of Christ and surrounded by Chris- 
tian warmth, there was not a Presbyterian 
church in my community where I felt he would 
get what he needed.” 


There is a question we all need to ask our- 
selves. Where do we put new Christians, in 
an incubator or in a refrigerator? Do we put 
them down in a bee hive of religious activity 
without telling them why? Do we expect them 
to be spiritually mature Christians when they 
are merely babes in Christ? In the surround- 
ings in which they find themselves will they 
grow, or will they wither away? Or will they 
freeze? 

—L.N.B. 





Orthodoxy Can Be Deadly 


Orthodoxy is not an end but a means. As 
an end in itself it can be deadly; as a means 
to an end it leads the Christian into a full and 
glorious experience, not only of Christ as 
Saviour from sin but also of Christ as daily 
companion and Lord of life. 


It is not enough to be orthodox in belief, for 
the Scriptures tell us that devils believe and 
tremble. They believe every essential doctrine 
of the Christian faith but remain devils. 


During our Lord’s earthly ministry the most 
orthodox people with whom he had to deal 
were the Pharisees. But the most scathing de- 
nunciations to fall from the lips of the gentle 
Saviour were reserved for these men who knew 
the letter of the law but whose hearts and lives 
were so far from the truth. 


Make no mistake: I believe the very heart of 
the Gospel centers in the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I accept the Christ of the 
Scriptures—pre-existent with God, born of a 
virgin, truly God and truly man, the second 
person of the Trinity. I believe the record of 
his miracles. I believe his deity as presented 
to us in the Bible, that he was verily the Son 
of God. I believe he died on the Cross as a 
substitute for me and that by the shedding of 
his precious blood a way of cleansing and re- 
demption was opened to all who would believe. I 
believe that the third day he arose again from 
the dead, that he had the same body although 
there were changes our finite minds can neither 
understand nor adequately explain. I believe that 
he ascended into heaven, sending the Com- 
forter, the Holy Spirit, into the world to dwell 
in our hearts and to woo us to him. I believe 
he is surely coming again and that he will judge 
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the quick and the dead and that he shall reign 
forever as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 


selieving all this without equivocation, | 
am comminced that if man’s faith and life stops 
at this point he will find himself in a most 
dangerous position, for, if orthodoxy of belief 
does not lead to Christian living it is a barren 
thing indeed, for Christian living is the fruit 
of a life redeemed by the Christ of Calvary. 


The Bible is crystal clear in its affirmations 
that we are saved by the grace of God as he 
gives to us faith to believe and accept that 
which he has done for us through his Son. It 
is equally clear that none of this can be earned 
or deserved, that it is a matter of believing, 
not achieving, and that even the faith to believe 
is a work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 


But the Bible is equally clear that not every 
one who says, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but rather those who do 
the will of God. It is his will that we shall 
live lives consistent with the faith we profess. 


The Apostle James, rather than contradict- 
ing Paul’s strong assertions with reference to 
the just living by faith, simply shows the other 
side of the coin—that a saving faith will show 
itself in a saved life. As the body without the 
spirit is dead so faith without commensurate 
works is also dead. 

John the Baptist demanded that the Pharisees 
and Sadducees bring forth fruits consistent with 
the repentance they professed. Our Lord in- 
sisted that we who follow him should by good 
works bring honor and glory to his name. 


It is hard for me to overstate my conviction 
with reference to certain essential doctrines of 
the Christian faith. There are such doctrines 
and they are essential because they have to 
do with what we believe about Christ, both as 
to his person and also his work of redemption. 
It is because of lack of conviction on these 
essential matters that so many have no saving 
faith or message. But the point of this article 
is to insist that unless the things we believe 
have eventuated into a new life in Christ there 
is something deadly wrong. 


An orthodoxy which permits men to hate in- 
stead of love, to bear false witness instead of 
telling the truth, to rejoice in evil rather than 
to sorrow over it, to proclaim the sins and 
mistakes of brother Christians rather than to 
cover them in love, to assume a negative form 
of religion rather than a positive way of life 
in which Christ is made the center and his 
glory the objective: such an orthodoxy is 4 
deadly thing and needs to be repented of in 
sackcloth and ashes. 


Over the years there has been a great con: 
troversy over the content of the Christian faith. 
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| believe that one of the great weaknesses of 
the Church today is her lack of concern as to 
what must be the heart of the Christian mes- 

sage, While she spends much of her energies in 
secondary matters. 


At the same time, I believe the cause of 
Christ has suffered greatly at the hands of 
those who, proclaiming their orthodoxy to the 
skies, have shown themselves totally lacking in 
Christian love, courtesy and forbearance. The 
Apostle Paul writes: “And the servant of the 
Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, forbearing’; but how often 
we who regard orthodoxy as so important fail 
to heed this warning! 


The fruits of the Spirit should be evident 
in the lives of the orthodox more than in any 
other peopie. Listen: love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance. Does orthodoxy produce such fruit 
in your life? Does it in mine?” 


Is not the answer to this riddle that only 
an orthodoxy of belief which is anointed by 
and filled with the Holy Spirit is truly worth 
while? 


Our Lord knew the Pharisees were versed in 
the law and careful about the keeping of its 
ceremonial requirements. But he likened them 
to sepulchres filled with dead men’s bones; to 
cups which had been washed on the outside 
but were filthy on the inside. 


In our contention for the verities of the Chris- 
tian faith let us be very sure that the faith 
we so loudly proclaim has really done some- 
thing to our lives. Unless we are new creatures 
in Christ, showing something of his transform- 
ing and keeping power; something of his love 
and compassion; something of his concern for 
the needy as well as the lost; something of his 
patience and forbearance under provocation— 
unless others can see in us something of his 
likeness, then for God’s sake—and we say this 
with the deepest reverence—let us stop and ex- 
amine our orthodoxy and see what manner of 
men we truly are. 


Paul, that stalwart for orthodox belief, that 
great spokesman for man’s sinfulness and God's 
complete provision for that sin, says in Romans 
2:13, “For not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified.” Let us make sure that we have not 
simply heard with the ear and given an intel- 
lectual assent to divine truth, but let us never 
rest until the living Christ is both our Saviour 
from sin and the Lord of our daily lives. 


(Next week we shall consider the dangers 
of liberalism.) 
—L.N.B. 
(From Christianity Today) 
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The Christian Faith 
According to 
The Shorter Catechism 


By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 


I have just finished “proof reading” the forty- 
four pages of the fourth edition of Doctor Rob- 
inson’s “analysis” (if I may call it that) of the 
Shorter Catechism and must say it gave me a 
thrill akin to that which comes from reading 
the 5lst Psalm or the 53rd of Isaiah. As an 
added charm, Dr. Robinson has written in sim- 
ple language for young people, which he knows 
so well how to do. He has taken those profound 
Questions and Answers and broken them down 
to the understanding of a “3rd Grader.” Back 
in the 80s of the 19th Century I memorized and 
recited the Shorter Catechism and received a 
reward for it. In most Presbyterian Sunday 
schools the Shorter Catechism was a must in 
those days, but we kids understood very little 
of it, if anything at all. True, in after years 
the memorized words came through with more 
meaning, but nothing like the clear revelation 
in Dr. Robinson’s analysis. It would seem that 
he has taken this grand old doctrinal “ship of 
state” out of the moth balls and put it again 
into superb action. 


This brochure may well be called a “refresher 
course” for us old-timers and should certainly 
be read by young ministers and the heads of 
families to their children. It will go far toward 
restoring a time-honored statement of the Chris- 
tian faith to its rightful top place in our Pres- 
byterian literature. 


—W.CS. 





Character 


Character is not a mixture, it is an alloy, 
and the difference is that in a mixture the 
ingredients are really commingled, while in an 
alloy they are merely associated. 


An alloy is generally two or more metals 
fused together in order to make a better re- 
sulting material. We speak of fourteen carat 
gold. That is an alloy, being fourteen parts 
gold, which is a “noble” metal, and generally 
ten parts copper, which is a “base” metal. 
Twenty-four carat gold is hardly usable; it is 
too soft. Associated, however, with copper, it 
becomes hard and useful and lasting. So with 
other alloys. 


Doesn’t a close study of science and the facts 
of this world more and more reveal the mar- 
velous accuracy of the hand behind it all? We 
wonder, for instance, why our characters are 
composed of “base” qualities and “noble” quali- 
ties. he answer is in the alloy. The association 
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of the two in some mysterious way make a 
better whole. 


The “base” qualities are selfishness, carnal- 
mindedness, hate, envy, spitefulness and all the 
other ingredients of the devil's infernal brew, 
but an all-wise God, instead of eliminating 
these negatives, alloys them with love, truth- 
fulness, spirituality, faith, compassion and many 
other “noble” qualities and the net result in 
the Christian is a ‘“‘case-hardened” character of 
rock-ribbed quality, finer and purer due to the 
fusing. 


Remember this — there is no such thing 
as character, apart from God. Worldly stan- 
dards of ethics are shallow and meaningless. 
God controls the crucible. Have you surren- 
dered your character to his moulding? 


—R.LeC. 





Adger’s Estimate of 
Pinney and Barr 


Since writing several articles on the questions 
of who were our first Southern Presbyterian 
Missionaries, I have found an interesting esti- 
mate of the two Princeton men who came to 
Norfolk on their way as missionaries of the 
Western Foreign Missionary Society expecting 
to sail for Liberia in the autumn of 1832. This 
account is by Rev. Prof. John B. Adger, D. D., 
in his MY LIFE AND TIMES, p. 79. 


There are indications that the Adgers were in 
the very forefront of foreign mission interest 
in the period of the 1830s. John B. Adger 
dedicated himself to this service while a stu- 
dent at Princeton and went as missionary to 
the Armenians. He also greatly influenced the 
decision of his friend J]. Leighton Wilson while 
on a visit to the latter at Columbia Theological 
Seminary. His sister wanted to go as a mis- 
sionary, but compromised by marrying Dr. 
Thomas Smyth with the understanding that the 
two would continue mission interest. Smyth be- 
came Clerk of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Board of Foreign Missions and wrote 
one of their ablest papers, that on the prospects 
of the heathen for eternity. Another member 
of this Executive Committee was Wm. Adger. 
Rev. G. W. Boggs married Mrs. Isabelle Ellison 
Adger and this couple became our first South- 
ern Presbyterian Foreign missionaries, going to 
India in 1832. 


Writing of his several acquaintances at 
Princeton, John B. Adger says: 


Then there were Joseph Barr and John B. 
Pinney, who were sent out to Africa to 
explore the country with a view to return- 
ing afterwards and settling there as mission- 
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aries. Pinney was an enthusiastic Christian 
man, of fair education, and remarkable 
energy of character. I think he never be. 
came a missionary in Africa, but his whole 
life was devoted to work for that continent 
in some form or another. He was for many 
years Governor of the Liberian Republic 
of American Negroes at Monrovia, on the 
coast of Africa. Joseph Barr was a much 
stronger man, full of foreign missionary 
zeal. He enthused us all on his return from 
his exploring trip by telling us of some 
missionary to whom a heathen man once 
came, asking, “Are you Jesus Christ man?” 
“My brethren,” said Barr to us, “which of 
you would not be glad to go and be a Jesus 
Christ man amongst some heathen people, 
pointing out to them the way of salvation?” 
But Barr was never privileged to go himself. 
A very short time after he returned from 
Africa, he was seized with fatal sickness 
and called up. 


It is not clear to this writer that Adger is 
wholly accurate in each of these details. Dr. 
Ashbel Green says that Pinney did do some 
missionary work in Liberia late in 1834 and/or 
early in 1835. Adger, however, was close to 
J. L. Wilson all of their lives and Wilson was 
in Liberia in the period of 1834 to 1841. The 
Memoirs of Wilson speak of the emotion caused 
at the Columbia Society of Missionary Inquiry 
by the death of Barr and the departure alone 
of Pinney to Liberia. In his Western Africa, 
Wilson speaks of the pioneer work of Pinney in 
exploring the country and bringing mission- 
aries to locate the Liberian mission of the 
WFMS. On the other hand, Wilson does not 
mention Pinney in his listing of Southern Pres- 
byterian Missionaries at his address at the 
Semi-Centennial of Columbia Theological 
Seminary. The biographical catalogue of 
Princeton mentions Dr. Pinney’s connections 
with the African Colonization Society both while 
in Liberia and thereafter in America. It does 
not mention his missionary connections. Ap- 
parently, it takes the same view as does Dr. 
Adger. 


We have distinguished Pinney as a missionary 
pioneer and Boggs, Wilson and Adger as pioneer 
missionaries. 

—W.C.R. 





Where Were You on 
Sunday Night? 


Many church members have reached the con- 
clusion that for them one Sunday service 1s 
enough. Their conviction is also steadfast that 
the pastor should preach on Sunday evening, 
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and the choir should sing, and the Evangelistic 
Committee members should be on hand. 


“We must keep the church open,” cry the 
stay-at-homes. When is a church open? When 
the doors are unbolted and the lights turned 
on? No! When a church keeps open house, it 
must be present to welcome the guests. An open 
church means a church with Christians in it 
ready to welcome all comers. 


The world cares nothing for empty church 
buildings. Without people in them they are 
cold as refrigerators and depressing as sepul- 
chres. 


The Sunday evening service is not attractive 
unless made so by the Lord’s people. Where 
people in large numbers congregate, other peo- 
ple want to go. It is a cold world, and a fire 
always draws a crowd. There is no fire so 
congenial and attractive as that kindled by a 
large worshipping congregation. To suppose 
that the unconverted are going to rush into 
church buildings left vacant by the very men 
and women who profess to believe that “Jesus 
saves” is to bask in the suppositions of a fool. 


—Charles E. Jefferson 














Brady, Texas 
July 31, 1958 
Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Columbia Th. Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 
Dear Dr. Robinson: 


It was with great interest that I read two of 
your recent biographies of early giants in the 
Church. I refer to mention of John MacKemie 
Wilson, father of Alexander Erwin Wilson, 
M. D., with his associates Dr. Lindley and Ven- 
able in their trek into Africa. 


I am a direct descendant of the first Mac- 
Kemie Wilson, of Rocky River fame. Dr. Alex- 
ander Wilson and wife Jane Smithey are of 
course my kin. I have a little volume: 
“Tragedy of Mosega,” by Edyth Kaigh-Eustace, 
published in Richmond a year ago but out 
of print now. It is the same story you tell 
0 graphically of their work in Africa. I have 
always been an admirer of Drs. Venable and 
Lindley too. 


My father was William Erwin Wilson, son 
of Rev. John McKemie Wilson, Jr. The latter 
was likewise illustrious as a minister, taking 
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up his father’s work at Rocky River and later 
moving to Texas, to Seguin where he did a 
notable work in the Presbytery of Western 
Texas. 


I suppose you know the descendants of Dr. 
Alexander E. Wilson in Savannah and other 
cities in Georgia. They are prominent and dis- 
tinguished. You will probably know the de- 
scendants of the distinguished lawyer, Harvey 
Wilson, of Charlotte. His family is there now. 


My own father was an Elder for about sixty 
years and prominent in the early churches of 
parts of Texas. I have one brother who is 
now an Elder in the Kingsville Presbyterian 
Church, Kingsville, Texas. I am clerk of our 
Session here. 

In your article about Dr. Alex. Erwin Wil- 
son’s second visit to Africa, you wrote of Dr. 
Leighton Wilson, who seems to have likewise 
originated in Rocky River. I have never been 
able to find any kinship (if any) in compiling 
the family history of the Wilson-Erwin families. 

Sincerely, 
Will Erwin Wilson, Jr. 


Editorial Comment 


In reply to Mr. W. E. Wilson’s excellent let- 
ter, it has been a pleasure to bring to mind 
the distinguished services of his relatives. In 
reference to the last paragraph of his letter, 
however, Dr. J. Leighton Wilson was not from 
Rocky River, N. C., but from Sumter, S. C. 
What blood relation there was between the two 
Wilsons I do not know. The relation as to 
the history of missions is this: The account 
of the last services as a missionary and the death 
of Rev. E. E. Wilson, M.D., is given in the 
Memoirs of J. Leighton Wilson. Other informa- 
tion about him and Dr. Lindley are in the 
biography of the latter by E. W. Smith. An 
account of the Rev. H. I. Venable is in the 
Nevin Presbyterian Encyclopedia. 

—W.C.R. 
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If 1 make a bequest to a Presbyterian college or semi- 
nary, how will this affect estate and inheritance taxes? 


Every man should be cognizant of the tax aspects in 
making any gift to an educational institution. The Fed- 
eral Government and the individual states have made 
generous tax provisions to encourage gifts to education. 
Laws governing income, corporation, and estate taxes 
generally allow sizeable deductions for educational, sci- 
entific, and welfare purposes. A bequest frequently will 
put an estate into a lower tax bracket, making possible 
a large legacy at a surprisingly small reduction to the 
value of the estate. Before we prepare your will, we will 
consider carefully all the advantages the government 
offers to encourage your giving. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 7 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In Daily Work 


Background Scripture: 


Exodus 20:9,10; Nehemiah 3 and 4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; 


Colossians 3:22-4:1; II] Thessalonians 3:6-12 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 90:1-6; 13-17 
Our Golden Text is a good starting point: 


in your work.” 


And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men. I believe it is Weymouth who translates, 


“do it heartily” as, “put your heart 


Only those who put their hearts in their work make it a real success, whether it 


be a preacher or teacher or farmer or doctor or lawyer or business man, or homemaker. Then what- 


ever we do, do it as to the Lord. 


He alone can “establish our work” as Moses 
tells us in Psalm 90, our devotional reading. 
He knows the number of our days and He 
can teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom, or get us a heart 
of wisdom. It is a wise man who can work 
all his days that he may have real joy and 
success. The Lord can give us “good success,” 
but we must honor Him by acknowledging 
Him in all our ways that He may direct our 
steps. May God help us to commit our ways 
and our work to the One Who knows the end 
from the beginning. Whatever we do may we 
seek to glorify Him. 


I. Labor six days, rest one: Exodus 20:9,10. 


We forget that there are two parts to the 
Fourth Commandment. The first part is Work! 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work. 
I am convinced that more and more we are 
trying to escape this part of the commandment. 
We are constantly trying to shorten the work- 
ing hours and take this time, and the Sabbath 
also, as a time for the wrong sort of recreation. 
Employers tell us that Monday is the worst day 
in the week for them because Sunday and per- 
haps Saturday, and even Friday—a long week- 
end—has been spent in recreation that is more 
harmful than work would have been. Our 
lakes and rivers and beaches are crowded with 
people who “wear themselves out” trying to 
have a good time. If we spent our week-ends 
in the right way we would feel refreshed and 
ready for our job on Monday, but oftentimes 
we are not physically or mentally fit for work 
on Monday. 


The Sabbath was made for man; for rest and 
worship and doing good and “a Sabbath well 
spent brings a week of content.” It is good 
to have Saturdays or Fridays for rest also, if 
we really rest and not use our time to unfit 
us for our work. All work and no play is very 
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He has a plan and purpose for us and for our work. 





harmful, but be sure our play “re-creates” us 
and fits us for a better life and better work. 
To get drunk Saturday and wake up Monday 
with a splitting headache is a poor way to rest. 
To rush off somewhere on Friday and spend 
Saturday and Sunday at some pleasure resort 
is poor preparation for even five days of work. 


Let us be sure we keep all of the Fourth Com- 
mandment and we will gain by it in every way. 


II. Nehemiah: a Great Worker: 
Nehemiah 3 and 4. 


“It is better to get one hundred men to work 
than to do the work of a hundred men.” 
Nehemiah worked himself, but he got the peo- 
ple to work. The wall was built because the 
individual men and women did each one their 
part. They worked next to their own houses. 
This is a fine way to build a wall and to build 
the kingdom, everyone over against his house. 
Suppose each one of us were to do this way! 


What a great nation and a great church we 
would have! 


They met opposition, and their enemies did 
their utmost to stop the work. It is this way 
with every good work we try to do. While I 
write these words there are those who are try- 
ing to hinder Dr. Billy Graham in his work. 
We would expect ungodly people to oppose him 
but there is opposition and “strange tactics” 
on the part of some who claim to be Christian. 
The devil uses all sorts of devices to try to 
stop the work of God. 


In the case of Nehemiah his three chief adver- 
saries were Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem 
the Arabian. They tried ridicule and scoffed 
at the Jews: Tobiah said, even that which they 
build, if a fox go up, he will even break down 
their stone wall. When ridicule failed they 
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If I make a bequest to a Presbyterian college or semi- 
nary, how will this affect estate and inheritance taxes? 


Every man should be cognizant of the tax aspects in 
making any gift to an educational institution. The Fed- 
eral Government and the individual states have made 
generous tax provisions to encourage gifts to education. 
Laws governing income, corporation, and estate taxes 
generally allow sizeable deductions for educational, sci- 
entific, and welfare purposes. A bequest frequently will 
put an estate into a lower tax bracket, making possible 
a large legacy at a surprisingly small reduction to the 
value of the estate. Before we prepare your will, we will 
consider carefully all the advantages the government 
offers to encourage your giving. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 7 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In Daily Work 


Background Scripture: Exodus 20:9,10; Nehemiah 3 and 4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; 
Colossians 3:22-4:1; II Thessalonians 3:6-12 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 90:1-6; 13-17 
Our Golden Text is a good starting point: 


in your work.” 


And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men. I believe it is Weymouth who translates, 


“do it heartily” as, “put your heart 


Only those who put their hearts in their work make it a real success, whether it 


be a preacher or teacher or farmer or doctor or lawyer or business man, or homemaker. Then what- 
ever we do, do it as to the Lord. He has a plan and purpose for us and for our work. 


He alone can “establish our work” as Moses 
tells us in Psalm 90, our devotional reading. 
He knows the number of our days and He 
can teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom, or get us a heart 
of wisdom. It is a wise man who can work 
all his days that he may have real joy and 
success. The Lord can give us “good success,” 
but we must honor Him by acknowledging 
Him in all our ways that He may direct our 
steps. May God help us to commit our ways 
and our work to the One Who knows the end 
from the beginning. Whatever we do may we 
seek to glorify Him. 


I. Labor six days, rest one: Exodus 20:9,10 


We forget that there are two parts to the 
Fourth Commandment. The first part is Work! 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work. 
[ am convinced that more and more we are 
trying to escape this part of the commandment. 
We are constantly trying to shorten the work- 
ing hours and take this time, and the Sabbath 
also, as a time for the wrong sort of recreation. 
Employers tell us that Monday is the worst day 
in the week for them because Sunday and per- 
haps Saturday, and even Friday—a long week- 
end—has been spent in recreation that is more 
harmful than work would have been. Our 
lakes and rivers and beaches are crowded with 
people who “wear themselves out” trying to 
have a good time. If we spent our week-ends 
in the right way we would feel refreshed and 
ready for our job on Monday, but oftentimes 


we are not physically or mentally fit for work 
on Monday. 


The Sabbath was made for man; for rest and 
worship and doing good and “a Sabbath well 
spent brings a week of content.” It is good 
to have Saturdays or Fridays for rest also, if 
we really rest and not use our time to unfit 
us for our work. All work and no play is very 
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harmful, but be sure our play “re-creates” us 
and fits us for a better life and better work. 
To get drunk Saturday and wake up Monday 
with a splitting headache is a poor way to rest. 
To rush off somewhere on Friday and spend 
Saturday and Sunday at some pleasure resort 
is poor preparation for even five days of work. 


Let us be sure we keep all of the Fourth Com- 
mandment and we will gain by it in every way. 


II. Nehemiah: a Great Worker: 
Nehemiah 3 and 4. 


“It is better to get one hundred men to work 
than to do the work of a hundred men.” 
Nehemiah worked himself, but he got the peo- 
ple to work. The wall was built because the 
individual men and women did each one their 
part. They worked next to their own houses. 
This is a fine way to build a wall and to build 
the kingdom, everyone over against his house. 
Suppose each one of us were to do this way! 
What a great nation and a great church we 
would have! 


They met opposition, and their enemies did 
their utmost to stop the work. It is this way 
with every good work we try to do. While I 
write these words there are those who are try- 
ing to hinder Dr. Billy Graham in his work. 
We would expect ungodly people to oppose him 
but there is opposition and “strange tactics” 
on the part of some who claim to be Christian. 
The devil uses all sorts of devices to try to 
stop the work of God. 


In the case of Nehemiah his three chief adver- 
saries were Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem 
the Arabian. They tried ridicule and scoffed 
at the Jews: Tobiah said, even that which they 
build, if a fox go up, he will even break down 
their stone wall. When ridicule failed they 
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took more active steps and conspired against 
them and fought against them so that Nehemiah 
had to build and fight at the same time: he 
had to use the trowel and the sword. Is it not 
this way with us today? We have to fight; put 
on the whole armor of God; and we have to 
be workmen also. It is no easy matter to build 
up the kingdom of God in a world full of 
wicked people where Satan, the god of this 
world, is using all his devices to hinder the 
work. We have to be both soldiers and work- 
men like Nehemiah and the Jews. 


Notice this verse (4:9): we made our prayer 
and set a watch. Watch and pray, said Jesus. 


There was a note of discouragement among the 
Jews themselves: they said, the strength of the 
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much 
rubbish; so that we are not able to build the 
wall. There are always some who become dis- 
couraged and feel that it is no use to try to 
finish the work. In spite of enemies without 
and discouragement within, the wall was finally 
finished. 


I wish to say a word or two about Nehemiah, 
the man who could say, No! Three temptations 
came to him and to each temptation he said No! 
I did not do as some of the former governors 
did, but supported myself and fed many at my 
table. He was a genuine patriot. I am doing 
a great work and cannot come down. I will 
not go into the temple to hide: I did not; I can- 
not; I will not. Here is what might be called, 
“sanctified stubbornness.” (see these verses and 
study the circumstances: Neh. 5:15 - so did not 
I; Neh. 6:3 - I cannot come down, and Neh. 
6:11 - I will not go in). It is a great thing to 
be able to say No, and say it in such a way 
that all know we mean it. It pays to be “stub- 
born” in this sort of way. All honor to 
Nehemiah, the worker! 


III. Work while we can: Ecclesiastes 9:10. 


Jesus said, I must work the work of him that 
sent me while it is day; the night cometh when 
no man can work. This verse from Ecclesiastes 
says we are to do with our might what our 
hands find to do for there is no work in 
the grave. We only have a few years in which 
to finish our work. May God make us faith- 
ful and keep us from wasting our time. 


IV. Do not steal, but work: Ephesians 4:28. 


I wonder if we realize that the man who 
does not work is a thief? Each of us is to do 
our part and if we fail then we have stolen 
from someone else. “Let him that stole steal 
no more; but rather let him labor. If a man will 
not work, let him not eat.” Paul was one of the 
world’s great workers. He had no use for the 
idle busybody. Our Savior set the example when 
He said, “I must work.” 
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V. Working for each other: servants and masters: 
Colossians 3:22-4:1. 


In Paul’s day the common worker was usually 
a slave. What is Paul’s advice to slaves? It is 
interesting to see how careful he is to urge 
slaves to be good workers, obedient to their 
masters and faithful in their work. In Titus 
he tells them to adorn the doctrine of God 
their Savior in all things. In this way they could 
bear a good testimony. They are to remember 
that they are doing their work for God. 


The Christian master is to remember to be 
just and kind to the slave: Masters, give unto 
your servants that which is just and equal; 
knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. 

Paul calls himself the servant (or slave) of 
Jesus Christ. 


Paul gives us a great guiding principle here. 
It is applicable today to the workers and those 
who employ them. In these days when there 
is so much trouble between labor and manage- 
ment we need this great Christian principle. 
If we applied it there would be an end to 
all disputes. Christian workers and Christian 
employers can agree to a just and equal way 
of doing their work. There have been some 
outstanding examples of such a plan. If all 
employers and all employees were guided by 
the rule laid down by Paul our vexing prob- 
lems would be solved and there would be peace 
in our industrial world. 


VI. Not Busybodies, but workers: 
II Thessalonians 3:6-12. 

Paul had the same trouble in his day that 
we have in our day. There are many disorderly 
people who will not work and who stir up 
trouble all the time. These agitators are busy. 
Paul and Silas set a good example by working 
and supporting themselves. Watch out for these 
“busybodies”! There are plenty of them today 
and some are getting rich keeping things stirred 
up. Nothing suits them better than confusion, 
strife and even bloodshed. An idle brain is the 
devil's workshop and idle hands can be instru- 
ments of terrible destruction in our world. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 7 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Brain Washing 


Scripture: John 8:13-38 


Suggested Hymns: 
“TI am Thine, O Lord, 
I have Heard Thy Voice” 
“I Would Be Like Jesus” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See” 


Note to Program Leader: 

(We are beginning a unit of two programs 
dealing with the pressures which are exerted 
on our minds in order to influence our decisions. 
In this first program we shall take a look at 
some of these pressures and devices, and next 
week we shall consider what to do about them.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

One of the most terrible techniques that has 
been devised for dealing with men is that of 
“brain washing.” By “brain washing” we mean 
the methodic attempt to destroy a person’s will 
to reason for himself and to gain complete 
control over his mind. In recent years it has 
come to light that this is the technique that 
the Communists use in dealing with political 
prisoners and prisoners of war. Those who 
receive this treatment are expected to unlearn 
the ideas that they hold and in their place 
to accept the Communist line of thought with- 
out question. This system is so thorough that 
only those with the strongest convictions have 
been able to withstand it. Only godless people, 
it seems, would think of dealing with their fel- 
lows this way. 

As strange as it may seem, all of us are sub- 
jected to a thing that is very similar to “brain 
washing.” It is the pressure of American ad- 
vertising. Through the persuasion of skillful 
or unrelenting advertisements we are made 
to feel that we must have things that we do 
not need, cannot afford, and do not really want. 
In many instances we allow the advertisers to 
destroy the values that we have already 
learned and to replace them with their own 
ideas. 


Our speakers will suggest the true function 
of advertising and will then reveal some of 
the techniques that the advertisers use to “brain 
wash” us, or to control our minds. 


First Speaker: 
What is the real purpose of advertising? Is 
it not to provide true information about the 
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products being sold? As Christians we are bound 
to tell the truth and we ought to be helpful 
to one another. True advertising can serve 
both of these purposes—to tell the truth and 
to be helpful. We cannot possibly test and 
investigate everything that we buy. We must 
depend on the reports of others to a very large 
extent. Honest advertising can be most help- 
ful in this respect as it tells us what the product 
is and what it does. This is the legitimate 
service which advertising can provide. 


Second Speaker: 

Providing true and helpful information about 
the product is not the only aim of advertising. 
Sometimes it seems that the main aim is to 
increase sales without too much regard for 
helpfulness and truthfulness. To this end, some 
very clever techniques are used. It may surprise 
us to know that these methods have a great deal 
in common with the techniques of “brain wash- 
ing.” 

One of the most effective principles used in 
“brainwashing” and in advertising is that of 
repetition. We have learned that if a man hears 
something often enough he will likely come 
to believe it whether it be true or not. This 
is the reason for the constant repetition of 
various advertising slogans. Our minds are 
changed without our realizing it. 


Another technique is that of association. This 
is one of the reasons that commercial concerns 
are glad to sponsor radio and television pro- 
grams which have great appeal. They not only 
gain the advantage of calling their product to 
the attention of many people, but the product 
is automatically associated with that which is 
pleasant and enjoyable. We are naturally in- 
clined to think better of Bubble Bath Soap 
if it is associated with our favorite television 
program. 


Advertisers often make effective use of exag- 
gerations and misrepresentations. Advertising 
statements very often imply things which they 
do not actually state. When we read that 
“Bubble Bath is the soap of beautiful women” 
there is the suggestion that all who use it will 
become beautiful, but the actual words do not 
make that claim. The purpose of such adver- 
tising is to suggest extravagant ideas without 
making any actual guarantee. Another way of 
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musrepresentation is to juggle prices and de- 
scriptions. Two qualities of carpeting were ad- 
yertised on the same poster. The description 
of the superior in quality and the price of the 
inferior appeared in large bold type while 
the price of the superior and the description 
of the inferior was almost microscopic. The 
only possible reason for such an arrangement 
would be to mislead those who read it. 


If we keep ourselves aware of these techniques 
we can guard against having our minds made 
up for us and against being persuaded to buy 
things we do not want or need. 


Third Speaker: 

In order to color our thinking, advertising 
must appeal to some strong motives within us. 
Let us take a look at some of these motives. 


Advertisements often appeal to our desire to 
be comfortable. There is nothing basically 
wrong with being comfortable, but we need to 
recognize that many other things are more im- 
portant, and we should resist the attempts of 
advertisers who make us believe that comfort 
is the greatest good. 


Advertising also appeals to the success motive. 
We are constantly being urged “to keep up 
with, or ahead of, the Joneses.” We are told 
that if we wear a certain kind of clothing or 
drive a certain kind of car this will be accom- 
plished. Every person ought to seek to be suc- 
cessful, but the Bible says “a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of things which 
he possesseth.”” Modern advertising may well 
lead to wrong ideas of success. 


Still another motive appealed to by adver- 
tising is the desire to be attractive. There is 
nothing basically wrong with this desire, but 
it should not be thought of as the main goal 
in life. We must remember that genuine at- 
tractiveness cannot be bought in a bottle or a 
box. The people who are truely lovely and 
loveable are those whose lives have been trans- 
formed by the love of God. 


Program Leader: 

It has not been the purpose of this discussion 
to make us cynical about all advertising. Much 
of it is very useful and helpful. We should 
be aware, however, of the power of advertising 
to “brainwash” us — that is to determine our 
thinking about what is good and worthwhile 
and important in life. 
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The Teen-Ager’s Standard 


of Honor 
I will be honest in school by: 
Trying to learn as best I can. 


Claiming as my work only that which is truly 
my own. 


Making the best use of the time I spend there. 


Being truthful with my teachers, my parents, 
and God. 


I will be helpful at home by: 


Doing my part of the work of the home. 
Trying to build up a wholesome family life. 
Respecting rules and my parents’ attitudes. 


Being trustworthy and responsible in all my 
.elationships. 


I will be honorable in my social life by: 


Keeping all promises I make. 


Repeating to others only that which is true 
and will not hurt anyone. 


Thinking of others and helping them have 
fun. 


Being thankful for friends and their help to 
me. 


Behaving in small groups as if the whole 
world were watching. 


I will be sincere in my worship by: 
Taking my mind along to church with me. 


Using all means offered to help me grow 
spiritually. 

Using the Sabbath Day as an opportunity to 
grow towards God. 


The following is an oath that was taken by 
the young men of the ancient city of Athens: 
“We will not bring disgrace to this, our City, 
by an act of dishonesty or cowardice, or even 
desert our suffering comrades in the ranks. We 
will fight for the ideals and sacred things of 
the City, both alone and with many we will 
revere and obey the City’s laws, and do our 
best to incite a like respect and reverence in 
those above us who are prone to annul them or 
set them at naught. We will strive unceasingly 
to quicken the public’s sense of civic duty. Thus 
in all these things we will transmit this City 
not only not less, but greater, better, and more 
beautiful than it was translated to us.” 


—Associate Reformed Presbyterian 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 


JAN. 16. - JULY 31, 1958 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 
Receipts to date 279,109.73 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 24.91% 
Balance needed for the year $841,041.27 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1958 28,314.00 
Receipts to date 8,972.57 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 31.68 % 
Balance needed for the year 19,341.43 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 





World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 1,886,199.44 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received to date 41.63% 


Balance needed for 1958 2,643,800.56 
Sincerely, 
Curry B. Hearn 
Treasurer 





Wheaton Academy Continues 
Under New Auspices 


Effective September 1, Wheaton Academy will 
undergo a change in its auspices. Since 1860 it 
has been a department of Wheaton College. Plans 
have been completed for a group of Christian busi- 
nessmen, several of whom are local residents, to 
acquire the 104-year-old institution and to continue 
its operation as a co-educational orthodox Chris- 
tian academy, conforming in every respect to the 
present standards of Wheaton College. There is 
no change contemplated in the director, faculty or 
staff for the coming school year. 


Among the local businessmen involved in the 
acquisition are William G. McCartney, 905 Gary 
Court, of the firm Bradshaw and McCartney, 
Chicago, dealers in furniture; Donald M. Taylor, 
411 East Liberty, vice-president of Stewards Foun- 
dation; Robert W. Mojonnier, 312 Hawthorne 
Boulevard, district sales manager of Mojonnier 
Brothers, Chicago food equipment manufacturers; 
and Eric M. Hanson, 819 North Stoddard of the 
New Business department of the First National 
Bank of Chicago. McCartney is president and Tay- 
lor is vice-president and general manager of the 
Stewards Foundation of Chicago. 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman, President of Wheaton 
College, in commenting on the transfer of Wheaton 
Academy stated, “This arrangement seems mutu- 
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ally advantageous. It will give the Academy in- 
dependent supervision by a separate governing 
board. Through enlarging its constituency there 
may come the possibility of Academy expansion 
to meet increasing demands for student admission. 
At the same time, it will enable the College to 
devote more attention to strengthening both the 
collegiate undergraduate program and the Gradu- 
ate school of theology and Christian education.” 





Washington, D. C.—Clair C. Burcaw, New York 
textiles sales representative, has been appointed 
general business manager of Christianity Today 
magazine, it was announced today. 


Burcaw was appointed, effective August 25, un- 
der a staff expansion program which also provides 
for a full-time advertising manager. Charles Claus, 
who has been business and advertising manager, 
will now be free to devote all his time to adver- 
tising. 


Burcaw has been in the textile business for 26 
years. From 1946 until 1956 he was a sales man- 
ager with Worumbo Manufacturing Company. 
From 1942 until 1945 he was assistant to the 
general manager of the Watson Flag Machine 
Company, Paterson, New Jersey. 


Since 1956, he has been self-employed in New 
York as a representative of textile firms. 


Bureaw is a native of Philadelphia, where he 
attended Philadelphia School of the Bible. 


Christianity Today’s circulation of 163,000 is 
the largest of any publication directed toward the 
Protestant ministry. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) —A special committee is busy 
making plans for what promises to be the biggest 
outdoor meeting of the Men of the Atlanta Presby- 
tery. 


About 3,000 men are expected to attend a 
“Camp-N-Cue” on September 13th, at the new 
550 acre campsite near Lovejoy, Ga. 


The committee, which is made up from the 
Men of the Church and the Presbyterian Officers 
Association of the Presbytery, has announced plans 
including afternoon exercises beginning at 4:00 
p.m. and a barbecue supper to be served at a 
cost of only one dollar per person. 


Purpose of the meeting is to acquaint the Men 
with the location of the new camp, and the plans 
the Presbytery is making for its use for all the 
Presbyterians in this area. 


Final plans for the “Camp-N-Cue” will be made 
at a special supper meeting on August 26th. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Archie C. Ray, executive secretary 
of the Christian education committee for the Pres- 
bytery, the outing committee will have as its guests 
for the supper meeting two men from each church, 
the pastors and the members of the special com- 
mittee. 


The new campsite is about 33 miles from Atlanta 
near Lovejoy, and is located in a beautiful wooded 
area. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat—Over 900 women attended the Presby- 
terian, U.S., Women’s Conference here in July, 
at which time the 1958 Birthday Offering of the 
Women of the Church was announced. Present 
amounts total $188,162.95. With additional gifts 
to come in during the next few months, the total 
is confidently expected to reach $190,000. 


The Birthday Offering this year will be divided 
between the Chinese Presbyterian Church and 
Mission in New Orleans, La., and the Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College in Durant, Okla. The Chinese 
Church will receive $75,000, and the present total 
provides $113,162.95 for the Janie W. McGaughey 
Scholarship Fund for OPC. 


This is the largest Birthday Offering given for 
a Home Mission Goal in the history of the Presby- 
terian Women’s organization. 


The Appalachia Synodical gave an average of 
72c per capita to lead the giving, with Mississippi 
and Oklahoma Synodicals in a close second place 
tie with an average of 7lc per capita. Arkansas 
— were third with an average gift of 70c 
each, 


Texas leads all synodicals in the size of total 
gifts with $28,176.76. Virginia is second with 
$25,464.70. North Carolina had a total gift of 
$24,274.12, to rank third in size of total gift. 


The Birthday Offering is given in alternate years 
to Home Missions and Foreign Missions. The 1959 
Offering will go toward and endowing an insti- 
tution for training layworkers in Brazil. 


Another highlight of the conference was the 
“Miss Annie Tait Jenkins Day’, when the women 
honored Miss Jenkins for her 18 years’ work with 
the Women’s Board. She retires Oct. 1, after 
service in the Leadership Education Department. 


At the meeting of the Women’s Advisory Council 
new officers were elected. Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy of 
Athens, Ga., is chairman; with Mrs. W. Lawrence 
Rogers of Longview, Tex., as vice-chairman; and 
Mrs. Phillip Arello of Florence, Ala., as secretary. 
The Council is made up of the presidents of all 
synodicals in the area covered by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. The 
meeting of the Advisory Council precedes the 
annual Woman’s Conference. 





Greensboro—Orange Presbytery has transferred 
Rev. Jack Brown Scott to Transylvania Presbytery 
where he is pastor-elect of the Springfield Presby- 
terian Church in Springfield, Ky. Mr. Scott, a 
native of Greensboro, has served a term as mis- 
sionary to Korea. After a term of study in a 
Hebrew Seminary in Cincinnati he accepted this 
call. Mr. W. J. Wrenn, Jr., a candidate for the 
ministry, was transferred to Bethel Presbytery 
where he is to be associated with the Purity 
Presbyterian Church. 


The Fall Adjourned meeting of the Presbytery 
will be in the First Presbyterian Church of Ashe- 
boro on September 11th at 9:30 A.M. 


R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk 
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Commerce — Guest ministers during June at 
the Commerce church were Dr. D. Campbell But- 
ler, professor of English at the local East Texas 
State College, Presbyterian minister and former 
missionary to China; Dr. James W. McCrary, pro- 
fessor of education at the local college and or- 
dained Methodist minister; and Rev. Jerry New- 
bold, Jr., director of the Presbyterian Home and 
School of Itasca, Texas. Mrs. Ed O’Neal was di- 
rector of a highly successful Vacation Church 
School in June. The church was host to a summer 
district Men-of-the-Church rally in June with Dr. 
Bruce Brannon of Grand Prairie, former pastor 
of the Commerce church, guest speaker. A dossal, 
in memory of Mrs. W. P. Gist, a long-time mem- 
ber of this congregation, a gift of members of 
her family, was dedicated in July. 





VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 249th Stated 
Meeting in the Buffalo Mountain Presbyterian 
Church of Willis, Virginia, on Tuesday, July 29, 
1958, at 10:00 A.M. There were present 35 
Ministers and 47 Ruling Elders. 


Montgomery Presbytery is setting up a camp 
for conferences near Fincastle, Virginia, on a 406 
acre farm which has on it a lake and a lodge. The 
Presbytery has already bought the farm, its 
building, lake and furnishings. 


Rev. C. W. Browning, Jr., was elected Moderator, 
and Rev. H. Ray Woody was nominated to be our 
next Moderator. 


Presbytery received Rev. Roy Smith from Win- 
chester Presbytery. 


Presbytery received Rev. J. Harris Stephens from 
Hanover Presbytery and arranged for him to be 
installed as pastor of the Bedford Presbyterian 
Church of Bedford, Virginia. 


Presbytery transferred Rev. Ray R. Hanson, Jr., 
to Holston Presbytery that he may become the 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Pineville, 
Kentucky. 


Presbytery transferred Rev. Frank H. Toby to 
Northeast Texas Presbytery that he may become 
the pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Glade- 
water, Texas. 


The Indian Valley Presbyterian Church was 
ne to Abingdon Presbytery on July 1, 
1958. 


Candidate Joseph P. Griffitte was transferred 
to Abingdon Presbytery. 


Candidate John Charles Kepley was transferred 
to Holston Presbytery. 
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Candidate D. A. McRight, Jr., was transferred 
to Lexington Presbytery. 


The next Stated Meeting of Montgomery Presby- 
tery, (the 250th), is to be held in the Fincastle 
Presbyterian Church of Fincastle, Virginia, on 
Tuesday, October 28, 1958, at 10:00 A.M. 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 
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BOOKS 


JONATHAN EDWARDS THE PREACHER. 
Ralph G. Turnbull. Baker Book House. $3.95. 


The minister of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Seattle, Washington and former Professor of 
Homiletics at Western Seminary in Pittsburgh, has 
produced this book to coincide with the 200th 
anniversary of the death of Jonathan Edwards, 
the great New England Puritan. The author is 
a careful and devoted student of the life and 
work of Edwards. He has accomplished a warm 
and compassionate appreciation of the real char- 
acter of the much misunderstood master of the 
eighteenth century pulpit. Edwards is here under- 
stood on the basis of the totality of his ministry 
as “The Pastoral Preacher,” and is seen over 
against the times in which he ministered as “The 
Voice for God” in that age. 


Each of the thirty concise chapters is based 
upon carefully documented statements from the 
writings of Edwards placed in proper context. For 
example, the chapter entitled, “Invested Time” 
is: based upon this statement from the early reso- 
lution of Edwards, “Resolved, never to lose one 
moment of time; but improve it in the most profit- 
able way I possibly can.” The chapter on “Bible 
Study” proceeds from Edwards’ statement, “I find 
it would be very much to my advantage to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the Scriptures.” And 
on “Bible Influence”: ‘When I have read the 
Scriptures most, I have evermore been most lively 
and in the best frame.’ Thus each chapter is 
really an authentic exposition of one of the mani- 
fold facets of Edwards’ career which so gloriously 
reflected the Sovereign Grace of God. 


The usefulness of this book is increased with 
an Appendix which contains a Chronological Table 
with reference to Edwards’ preaching and pub- 
lished books, a Classification and Analysis of Se- 
lected Sermons, a Comprehensive Bibliography, and 
an Index of subjects. 
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The pastor who is conscientiously attempting 
to bring the Gospel to bear upon the practical 
needs of his people will find encouragement, re- 
freshment, and inspiration abounding in this book. 
The intelligent Christian who is devoted to “the 
faith of his fathers” will receive much illumina- 
tion of mind and heart in the study of this volume. 
The teacher will find renewed motivation for 
his life and task springing from the pages of this 
book. He who would do the work of an evangelist 
should receive a fuller appreciation and under- 
standing of the foundation for his work as set 
forth so clearly in this book, for here the servant 
of the Lord of Hosts is seen passionately urging 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come and accept 
Christ as the only Saviour and Redeemer. 


Finally, it is hoped that our seminaries will 
include this worthy volume on the lists of required 
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reading for the several courses in homiletics. Such 
courses would now seem impoverished with the 
omission of this book. 


—N.P.C.,Jr, 





PARKER’S SERMON OUTLINES. Joseph Par. 
ker. Sheldon B. Quincer. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


Joseph Parker served the City Temple in Lon- 
don for more than 30 years. While serving this 
pastorate he conducted Thursday noon meetings 
which maintained an average weekly attendance 
of 1,000 persons coming from all walks of life. 
His sermons have been preserved in writing and 
they are still valuable because of their dramatic 
interest. The 35-sermon outlines in this volume 
were taken from his People’s Bible, City Temple 
Pulpit, and Apostolic Life. With the publication 
of this volume a significant group of Parker’s ser- 
mons are available to today’s preacher in sug- 
gestive and readily adaptable outline form. 





ONE THOUSAND DIFFICULT BIBLE QUES. 
TIONS ANSWERED. George H. Sandison. Baker 
Book House. $4.95. 


This book answers in a satisfying way many 
questions which arise in Bible reading in the course 
of everyday Christian living. Here are a few 
samples. What was Paul’s “thorn in the flesh’’? 
What is the “baptism of fire’? “Does conscience 
ever approve anything that is wrong?” “Will in- 
fants be saved?” “Will all heathen be lost?” “Is 
marriage of a Protestant and Catholic advisable?” 
The answers are based on Scripture. 


This book is the result of the combined efforts 
of the work of a number of ministers, professors 
and various authorities on Scripture interpretation 
edited by George H. Sandison. This book will be 
helpful to pastor, professional man, shopworker or 
mother. It contains valuable information for the 
enlightenment of the Christian. 





THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH. 
Charles C. Ryrie. The MacMillan Company. $2.95. 


Attitudes toward the place of women in the 
church are rapidly changing in our day. The ma- 
terial in this book is presented so that all might 
have a better perspective concerning this subject 
which is coming to the forefront of ecclesiastical 
thought and life. 


Beginning with observations concerning the 
status of women in ancient Greece and ancient 
Rome and in Judaism, the author then goes to a 
discussion on the effect of the life of our Lord 
on the status of women. The second part of the 
volume deals with the place of women in the life 
of the church during the Apostolic Age. Part 3 
gives us insights into the status of women in the 
life of the church during the second and third 
centuries. 


With regard to women, the author affirms, 
Christianity’s inheritances from ancient Greece and 
Rome were small. The author finds that the church 
has been on the right track in emphasizing the 
place of women in the home. The author dis- 
tinguishes between subordination and inferiority, 
stating that the Christian church clearly believes 
and talks subordination but not inferiority. The 
conclusion he reaches is that the teaching and 
pattern of the New Testament amounts to sub- 
ordination and honor in the home, silence and 
helpfulness in the church. The author has made 
a tremendous contribution to this timely subject. 
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